Language I

Course Syllabus

Course description:

This course will emphasize grammar skills, including the eight parts of speech, punctuation, capitalization, and writing skills.  The writing skills will focus on sentence structure, paragraph and essay development using the writing process.  This course will use a variety of literature to promote understanding of fiction and non-fiction works, as well as adopting and making effective use of vocabulary and spelling skills.

Instructional Philosophy:

I teach using a variety of activities to reach all students at their level and ability.  Most learners fit into the auditory, visual, or kinesthetic categories of learning.  During class we will take notes over the required reading selections.  While taking notes we will discuss major points of the literature.  These notes are an integral part of the learning process as they reinforce the purpose of the selections.  I expect all students to come prepared with proper materials and be respectful while in my class.  I discuss the information for the student’s benefit and if they are unprepared and do not participate in the note taking they will no retain the information as easily.  We will also create 4 major projects throughout the year.  These projects tie directly into the literature we are studying and give those students who enjoy a hands-on approach a chance to showcase their abilities.  
Major Course Goals:

Evaluate literary devices techniques and text features.

Identify, label and use the 8 parts of speech.

Construct and present oral and printed communications.

Adopt and make effective use of vocabulary and spelling skills.
Summarize information.

Analyze and evaluate cause and effect relationships, author’s purpose, problem solving strategies in various types of literature.

Develop and apply strategies to comprehend, analyze, and evaluate fiction and non-fiction works.

Major Course Projects and Instructional Activities:

Readings will include short stories “The Monkey’s Paw,” “The Gift of the Magi,” “The Scarlet Ibis,” and “The Most Dangerous Game” and novels The Giver and Call of the Wild  Also included will be the epic The Odyssey, and the drama Romeo and Juliet as well as other pieces of literature.   Students will be expected to participate in class discussions and take notes over each reading.
Writing will include prompt writing, paragraphs, essays, and research papers.  All students will take an End of Course exam during 4th quarter.  Students will complete 4 projects tied into the literature being studied.

Classroom Expectations:

Come to class prepared with all needed materials.
Be in the room when the bell rings or you will be tardy.

Students are responsible for getting make-up work from absences.

Supplies and Materials Needed:
1” binder to be left in class
Note book designated for this class
Folder designated for this class

Ink pen and pencil

Homework Policy and Grading Scale:

Grades are based on total points.  Every assignment is graded.  Late work must be completed during PATHS after school.  Class work will include reading assignments, questions, quizzes, discussion, notes, unit tests, quarter and semester finals.  Homework will include reading assignments, questions, discussion responses, essays, and projects.
Approximate breakdown of grades:

Class participation, discussion, grammar, notes, vocabulary = 20%

Reading Assignments questions and homework = 20%

Exams, Writing, Quizzes, and Projects = 60%

End of Course exams will count as 20% of students 4th quarter grade.

Grading Scale

100-97 A
84-82 B-
67-66 D+

96-93   A-
81-78 C+
65-63 D

92-90   B+
77-71 C
62-60 D-

89-85   B
70-68 C-
59-     F

Missed assignments can be made up during PATHS after school.  Communication Arts teachers will be available on Wednesdays from 3:00 to 5:00.

Extra Help:

Any time a student needs extra help outside the regular classroom hours, the student or parent should contact me by email or phone or by staying after class to arrange a time.  Times have been set up during the week for after school help by various teachers, including myself.  I am here to help every student succeed, so please contact me with any questions or concerns.

Contact Information:

Lynna’ Sago

Plan Time:10:03-10:53
School Phone: 562-7521 Ext. 123

Email: lsago@westco.k12.mo.us

